
Minutes of the GSSA AGM on 30 June 2004 at Goudini Spa, Western Cape 
 
1. Welcome 
 
The President A de Beer welcomed all at the meeting and thanked everyone for attending. 
 
2. Present and apologies 
 
Present 
PF Scogings, A Short, R Scott-Shaw, N Findlay, GM Peddie, D Swanepoel, CS Dannhauser, E van Zyl, 
F Jordaan, K Kellner, A Swanepoel, T de Bruyn, L van den Berg, DJ Krynauw, MD Panagos, WJ 
Myburgh, G Jordaan, E Goldschagg, WT Nzuza, P Conradie, MW Diko, S Okello, AR Palmer, NG 
Dlamini, LG Kleyn, CJ Terblanche, CJ Visagie, A Aucamp, JG Mashiya, WF Truter, A Whitbread, TG 
Coetzee, MB Hardy, WSW Trollope, S Vetter, GI van Rensberg, IB Oosthuizen, HA Snyman, GN Smit, 
J du Toit, N Allsopp, R Reynolds, J Cunningham, A Rothauge, AV Dyason, S Kassier, A de Beer, 
F du Toit (Administrator). 
 
Apologies 
 
SW Haschke, PE Bartholomew, A Barac, KP Kirkman, N de Ridder, W Gcoqwana, A Ainslie, NP 
Mgxashe, A Smith, B Mappledoram, M Peel, NFG Rethman, P Malan, H Meiteka, P Zacharias, R Hurt, 
G Barnes, M Wolfson, E Sabiti, M Thobela, D Goodenough, J Morrison, J Bodenstein, T Everson 
 
The meeting was declared inquorate. It was decided to continue with the meeting and to allow written 
objections to the minutes from members not present at the meeting. 
Proposer: WSW Trollope 
Seconder: MB Hardy 
 
3. Additions to and acceptance of the agenda 
 
Two additions were made to the agenda: 
14.6 Strategic Planning Workshop 
14.7 Thukulu book 
 
The agenda was accepted with the additions. 
 
4. Approval of the minutes of 28 June 2003 
 
One correction was made and the minutes accepted with the correction. 
Proposer: TG Coetzee 
Seconder: A Aucamp 
 
5. Matters arising 
5.1 Proposed new international rangeland journal 
 
P Scogings reported that there have been no developments in this regard and the item can be removed 
from the agenda. 
 
5.2 Regional representatives 
 
A de Beer read out the list of regional representatives who had indicated their willingness to participate 
before the meeting: 
 
Western Cape     Annelene Swanepoel 
Eastern Cape     Neels de Ridder 
KwaZulu-Natal     Alan Short 
Free State     Isak Venter 
Mpumalanga Highveld    Christo Visagie 
Mpumalanga Lowveld and Eastern Limpopo Mike Peel 
Gauteng     Amie Aucamp 
Limpopo     Cornelius van der Waal 



North West     Franci Jordaan 
Northern Cape     Pierre du Toit 
Namibia     Axel Rothauge 
Zimbabwe     Vacant 
Mozambique     Vacant 
East Africa     Prof Sabitii 
 
The function of the regional reps is to gather information and channel it to Grassroots. 
 
6. Treasurer’s report 
 
6.1 Report and new budget 
 
F du Toit presented the report on behalf of the treasurer T Everson. The financial statements were 
presented (see Annexure 1). F du Toit pointed out that these statements are not yet audited since the 
auditors are still working on the statements of the previous financial year. The statements reflect a 
serious loss. Factors that contribute to this loss are the cost of the journal, membership fees in arrears 
and no income from the 2003 congress. 
 
Presently there are 350 active members and approximately 100 lapsed members. It would make a 
difference between profit and loss if the lapsed members were to pay their fees. Mrs A de Beer pointed 
out the loss the GSSA is incurring is of great concern and affects the survival of the GSSA. The 
expenses are already as low as possible. 
 
6.2 Membership categories and fees 
 
Fees were not increased in 2003 but will be increased by 15% in the new financial year. The fees for 
member institutes will not increase since those fees were increased in 2003 already. In addition one 
new membership category has been added, namely for retired members who would like to receive the 
newsletter only and not the journal. 
 
The new fee structure was accepted. 
Proposer: A Aucamp 
Seconder: M Hardy 
 
Regarding lapsed members and lost member institutes, a plan should be devised to recover these 
members, especially the institute members. F du Toit has already done a great deal to increase the 
membership again. 
 
7. Editors report 
 
7.1 Scientific editor 
 
P Scogings the scientific editor presented the report. 
 
In 2004 volume 21, 1 consists of 7 papers and 1 book review and will be mailed in July 2004. 
Volume 21, 2 are a special focus issue on Rangeland auditing and monitoring and will be ready by 
September 2004. Volume 21, 3 will also be a special focus issue dealing with Fragmentation of 
Rangelands and will be out in November 2004. 
 
For 2005 there are two special issues planed. The first will be by guest editor David Ward on Bush 
encroachment and the second by guest editor Richard Lechmere on Fire in Sourveld. The third issue 
will be a normal issue with 7 to 8 unsolicited papers. 
 
Any extra papers received will either be added in or published in 2006. 
 
R Reynolds inquired whether there would be a special issue dealing with pastures. P Scogings reported 
that this was already under consideration and that he would be looking for a suitable guest editor. For 
such an issue 6 to 8 invited papers on pastures will be required. 
F du Toit reported that presently a special publication on Sub-tropical thicket (Valley Bushveld) is being 
compiled. This publication is proceedings and is not peer reviewed. It will be distributed through the 



GSSA i.e. mailed together with the Bulletin. The organizers of the event from which the proceedings 
come carry the publication costs. Such proceedings of workshops, symposia, etc. should be 
encouraged to be distributed through the GSSA mailing list. 
 
A de Beer thanked P Scogings for the excellent work done as editor of the journal. 
 
7.2 Bulletin editor: Grassroots 
 
G Peddie gave presented the report and requested that the Bulleting be used as a forum for debate. G 
Peddie thanked F du Toit for all the work she does for the Bulletin.  
 
A de Beer reminded the meeting that the Bulletin is a very important mechanism of communication with 
members of the GSSA and that members as much as possible should support it. 
 
K Kellner inquired about print overruns of Grassroots. F du Toit informed the meeting that there is a 
regular overrun of 100 copies and any members requiring additional copies should contact the 
administrator. 
 
8. Website co-coordinator report 
 
D Hattas sent a written report as follows, which was read to the meeting by the secretary. 
 
The GSSA website traffic has shown as steady increase, and the hit count from 1 January to 21 June 
2004 amounts to about 90% of the total hit counts for 2003. At this rate the total count for 2004 is 
expected to show a two-fold increase from 2003. The publications and regional activities pages are the 
most visited pages with 10 and 11% of the overall hit count respectively. However the regional activities 
pages have stagnated, not receiving new updates for the last 6 months. Regional representatives and 
members are again requested to send through short articles of activities in and around their provinces. 
 
A few new columns will be introduced in the following year. These include experienced and retires 
grassland scientists, practitioners/farmers and student/young scientist columns. Also planned is an 
educational links page that is envisaged to include range and forage science related educational links. It 
is hoped that these new additions will help in keeping the content new, interesting and as a source of 
inspiration for learners and students wanting to learn more about careers in range and forage science. 
 
D. Hattas 
Website Co-ordinator 
 
 
K Kellner congratulated D Hattas on a job well done and the success of the website is shown by its 
growth. To further add to the success of the website it is important to regularly update the regional 
news. Regional reps were requested to send in updated news items. 
 
A de Beer thanked D Hattas for his hard work. It was also mentioned that a letter received from one of 
the GSSA members commended the GSSA for a very user friendly website. 
 
9. PRO report 
 
The PRO gave the report: J du Toit as follows: 
 
The highlight of the PRO year was probably the Prestige Grazing Symposium that was co-hosted by the 
GSSA, the University of KwaZulu-Natal and the KwaZulu-Natal Department of Agriculture. The theme of 
the day was “Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow”, and the four sessions, each comprising one talk was 
followed by a discussion, focussed on past knowledge and future challenges. Issues that were dealt 
with were the invasive weeds, veld management, and economics. Copies of the proceedings of the day, 
including a summary of questions and answers, are available from the administrator on request. 
 
Various presentations were made during the year at several institutions, and these are important, on an 
ongoing basis, in maintaining public awareness of the GSSA. Several medals were awarded to 
outstanding students. 
 



Membership of the GSSA has been increasing steadily, with annual membership additions for the last 
three years being above the long term mean. This suggests that the GSSA is receiving better 
recognition than in the past. It is particularly important for the GSSA to be present at high profile days, 
as indicated by the large number of recruitments (especially non – South African) made during the 
International Rangeland Congress in 2003. 
 
Grassroots appears to be providing a useful service to many members of the GSSA, and is providing an 
increasingly meaningful forum for discussion and broadcasting of information. I feel that Grassroots can 
be used successfully to raise the public image of the GSSA, especially if it is used as a forum for the 
debate of current and pertinent issues. 
 
Justin du Toit 
PRO 2003/04 
 
 
A de Beer emphasized the importance of the PRO portfolio in the marketing of the GSSA in order to 
increase member numbers.  
 
A Short pointed out the success of the Grazing Symposium held in KZN and challenged other regions 
to organize similar events using the same model. This would result in increased exposure of the GSSA 
and create a better link to land users. 
 
10. PAC report 
 
The PAC chairman R Hurt submitted a written report, which was read to the meeting by the secretary. 
 
1.Membership 
Professional membership of the GSSA currently stands at 45 members including two new members 
whose applications were accepted during the past year, Drs Marc Stalmans and Leslie Brown. Six other 
applications are still being processed. It should be noted that not all of the Professional Members on the 
register are paid-up members of the GSSA. An attempt was made during the year to find out from 
Professional Members what they expected from their membership, and what the PAC could do to 
market their expertise. Unfortunately only two replies were received. 
 
2. National Grassland Conservation Initiative 
The PAC has represented the GSSA on this new initiative that has been spearheaded by the (then) 
Gauteng Department of Agriculture, Conservation, Environment and Land, the National Botanical 
Institute and WWF South Africa. The initiative is aimed at co-coordinating research efforts around the 
maintenance of grassland biodiversity, and an interim steering committee has been established to drive 
the process; the PAC is represented on this committee. 
 
3. Grassland Summit 
The organizers of the 2005 GSSA Congress 40 are planing to hold a “Grassland Summit” following five 
workshops that will address the effects of various impacts on grassland biodiversity and sustainability. 
 
The impacts are grazing management, biological invasions, cultivation, development, and afforestation. 
The PAC will be playing an active role in the organization of these workshops. 
 
 
The report emphasized the organizing of a Grassland Summit at the 2005 GSSA congress. Members 
are to take note that although the Grassland Summit will be one aspect of the congress, all other sub-
disciplines of Grassland Science, including pastures will be accommodated in the congress 
programmed. 
 
K Kellner raised the important point that not all PAC members are paid-up and that this should be 
viewed in a serious light. 
 
A de Beer reported that the present PAC chairman, R Hurt, has indicated that he will be stepping down 
and that a new chairperson will be required. This information will be communicated to members through 
Grassroots. 
 



11. Trust 
 
The chairman of the Trust, W Trollope, presented this report.  
 
K Kirkman has reached the end of his term as a trustee and M Hardy has been nominated as 
replacement. 
 
R194 671.29 has been invested. 
R32 000 has been received from the IRC 2003. 
 
The following applications for funding were received: 
 
One application was received from University of Pretoria but was declined, as the application did not 
really fall into the discipline of Grassland Science. 
 
The second application was received from R Fynn from University of KwaZulu-Natal for a trip to the 
USA and the UK. This was approved in view of R Fynn having a good publications record and the Trust 
felt he would represent the GSSA well. 
 
The third application was received from Dr M Wolfsohn to attend the International Grassland Congress 
in Ireland. Dr Wolfsohn is the chairperson of two sessions. 
 
The fourth application received is to cover the publication costs of the book “Thukulu” by Matthews. This 
application is still under consideration. Some concern was expressed as to whether this last application 
would fall within the aims of the Trust. 
 
A de Beer thanked W Trollope for the report and for his active involvement in the GSSA. 
 
12. Election of office bearers 
 
The following members were elected into the GSSA council: 
 
Vice president  Mrs. A Swanepoel 
Hon Treasurer  Mr. M Panagos 
Hon. Secretary  Ms S Kassier 
PRO   Mrs. N Findlay 
Additional member Mr. M Thobela 
Additional member D Hattas 
 
13. Proposed constitutional changes 
 
N Allsopp introduced the proposed constitutional changes, which emanated from the strategic planning 
workshop held by council in April 2004. 
 
Section 4a vi 
 
Proposer: N Allsopp 
Seconder: W Trollope 
 
Section 4a vii 
 
It was suggested that the last sentence of the proposed new wording be removed. The change was 
accepted with the removal of the last sentence. 
 
Proposer: N Allsopp 
Seconder: W Trollope 
 
A de Beer thanked N Allsopp for all the hard work done for the strategic planning workshop. 
 
 
 



14. General 
 
14.1 Congress 40 (2005) 
 
J du Toit gave the report on behalf of John Clayton, the chairperson of the organizing committee. 
 
An important part of the congress will be the so-called Grassland Summit. This will be preceded by a 
series of workshops to be held from September 2004 onwards to just prior to the congress. These 
workshops will be advertised on the website. 
 
The 2005 congress will be the GSSA only and not a joint congress. Some concerns were raised about 
the costs of the congress and whether it would be possible to stay in more affordable accommodation 
outside the official venue. This concern will be brought to the attention of the organizing committee.  
 
Importantly however it must be borne in mind that the congress fees are all inclusive and delegates will 
not be required to pay extra for breakfast etc. 
 
14.2 Congress 2006 
 
Interest has been expressed to hold the congress in Limpopo province under the leadership of C 
Dannhauser. C Dannhauser indicated that he will not be able to put together an organizing committee 
and will require inputs from e.g. ARC-Range and Forage Institute.  
 
A written submission will be required from the 2006 organizing committee and council will consider this. 
 
SASAS have indicated that they will not join the GSSA for a joint congress in 2006, since they will seek 
to join with the veterinary society in 2006. K Kellner suggested that council again approach the Wildlife 
Management Association about holding a joint congress even though they have declined in the past. 
 
N Smit requested the GSSA to seriously reconsider the value of joint congresses. It may be 
advantageous for the GSSA to host its own congress again in order to not loose identity and members.  
 
The joint congress has unfortunately meant that some members feel the society has lost its identity to 
some extent. Some GSSA members expressed the concern that the various sub-disciplines are not 
adequately represented with sessions etc at the congress and that this could be as a result of the 
dilution effect of joint congresses. It should be considered an important task to rather spend energy on 
growing the two main cores of the GSSA i.e. ecology and pastures, rather than seek co-operation with 
other societies. 
 
It was also felt that the organizing committee should consider bringing back the farmers forum. 
 
14.3 Time of year best suited to hold congress 
 
The question was how do we get back into synchronization with the traditional January congress date, 
as this would mean having either six months or eighteen months to the next congress? 
 
General consensus was that both times have advantages and that the July date should be kept for the 
foreseeable future. It is important though to take the exam times of the universities into account when 
selecting dates. 
 
14.4 Registration of the GSSA logo 
 
It was proposed that council further investigate registration of the logo and the associated costs. In 
principle the AGM was in favour of registering the logo. 
 
14.5 Tour through the bushveld 
 
C Dannhauser would like to organize a tour through the bushveld during February or March 2005. The 
exact dates and details will be published in Grass Roots and on the website. 
 
 



14.6 Strategic Planning Workshop 
 
N Allsopp presented an overview of the strategic planning workshop held by council in April 2004. 
 
14.7 Thukulu book by Matthews 
 
W Trollope reported on the re-publication of the book “Thukulu – the rebirth of an african farm” edited by 
Barbara Matthews. 
 
Matthews can be considered the father of veld management. He was an honorary member of the GSSA 
and contributed immensely to the discipline of Grassland Science. 
 
There was discussion about the involvement of the GSSA in the publication of this book. 
 
A Palmer pointed out that in order for the GSSA Trust to fund such a project it would have to be 
considered whether this project promotes the society and the discipline. Trust would first decide on how 
much money they a willing to spend on promoting the society and then consider this project within that 
context. As an alternative, money could be borrowed from the GSSA Trust for this publication. 
 
It was suggested that this publication is considered in the light of the 40

th
 anniversary of the GSSA in 

2005. In principle the GSSA supports the project. 
 
15. Presidential address 
 
A de Beer presented her presidential address while N Allsopp took the chair of the meeting: 
 
SHOULD THE GSSA BE LISTED ON THE RED DATA LIST? 
 
During the past couple of years the GSSA has been going through difficult times, which has resulted in 
a steady decline in membership numbers and consequently financial constraints. This is not unique to 
the GSSA but is a worldwide phenomenon as clearly illustrated in a letter received from the Australian 
Rangeland Society (ARS) in which they expressed their concern about the decline in their membership 
numbers. 
 
There are two questions that need to be answered: 
1. What is the reason for the decline in membership numbers and/or poor payment of membership 

fees? 
2. What can be done to revive the involvement and participation of members? 
 
A factor that may have contributed to the decline in membership numbers is that in the past members 
were predominantly drawn from government, semi-government organizations and universities. As 
researchers have resigned and left government supported organisations and the government’s 
commitment to range and forage science decreased, the GSSA has shown a decline in numbers. The 
membership profile has also changed as more and more members are now in private practice than in 
the past. This has seriously impacted on the financial situation of the society, as government 
organizations tend to sponsor their employees participation to societies activities. The whole of the 
working environment for researchers had changed and has become more competitive as well as output 
driven. Government’s commitment to science in general has left the discipline with a handful of over 
committed researchers who struggle to survive, leaving range and forage science with a very bleak 
outlook. 
 
I personally believe that if the society could address the changing needs of its members the 
participation of members and membership numbers would increase. Therefore the challenge for the 
society is to identify the needs and to address these in the right way. I would therefore like to share a 
few thoughts with you. 
 

• Although the cohesion and interaction between members was acknowledged it is important to 
stratify congresses and other gatherings in such a way that topics could be grouped together so 
that specialists would have choice to which part of the congress/gathering they wished to attend. 
This would address the time constraints of those members in private practice, because for them 
time means money. 



• Experienced and high profile scientists are crucial for the survival of the society. Thus every effort to 
find solutions must be made and then put into place to ensure that the “Gurus” of range and forage 
science, with their national and international links will be retained for the discipline. Their 
participation will serve as inspiration and guidance for young scientists. 

• Membership form farmers/practitioners have always been pretty limited. Farmers tend to see 
societies as fairly academic and not much use to them. Efforts should be made to bring science 
down to grass roots level. It can be done through regional activities, such as farmer’s days. This will 
not only increase the visibility of the GSSA amongst land users, but will also create opportunities for 
scientists to transfer scientific findings into practical information. It is a pity that there is no reward 
system to motivate scientists to take their data one step further. Vehicles like “Grassroots” and the 
popular media should also be used to spread the message. 

• Membership categories must be re-looked at, not only to broaden the membership base, but also to 
address the changing needs of the members. There is a definite need, not to receive the journal 
amongst some member categories. 

• The GSSA must become actively involved in the formulation of policies impacting on the natural 
resource base. That will not only increase the societies visibility amongst the general public, but will 
hopefully also promote the discipline at the same time. Through the aggressive marketing of the 
Professional Affairs Committee (PAC) to national and provincial policy makers, the GSSA could 
ensure that our views are taken notice of. The society takes cognizance of the fact that most 
professional members have little time available to devote to the GSSA and that the society is not in 
a position to pay them professional rates, but in my opinion all the members have a responsibility to 
contribute to the survival of our society. 

• The GSSA must also strengthen their linkages to other societies, but most importantly with our 
institutional members, who have contributed financially to the activities of the society over the years 
through sponsorships. No society will survive if it is not firmly rooted in practice and we also need to 
make sure that we feel the heartbeat of the people we serve. 

 
The GSSA can be extremely proud of their achievements over the past 38 years and has a tremendous 
foundation to build on, however we cannot rest on our laurels. To answer the question that was raised 
in the beginning namely, whether or not the GSSA should be listed on the red data list, I personally 
believe not. However I believe that the survival of the society lies in the hands of its members. I think 
the time has come for each of us to ask ourselves, “What can I do for the society?” rather than, “What 
can the society do for me?” 
 
I would also like to acknowledge and pay tribute to the council members as well as the other members 
of the society who participated in a workshop from which some of these ideas have been derived. 
 
A de Beer 
GSSA President 2003/04 
 
N Allsopp thanked A de Beer for her good leadership of the GSSA in the past year. 
 
A de Beer thanked the GSSA council for all the hard work even though everyone has an over-
committed work programme. A special thank you was expressed to Freyni du Toit, the administrator of 
the GSSA. 
 
 
16. Date of next meeting 
 
The next AGM will be held during Congress 40 in KwaZulu-Natal in July 2005. 
 


